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Functions of Autistic 
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Examples Two functions

Confusing behavior #1) ______________________________
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More confusing 
behavior

Confusing behavior #2) ______________________________

Here’s the difference—just according to 
Maura—between stimming and 
perseverating:

If you were Olaf, how would 
Sven’s behavior feel to you?

Does Sven fail to put down his less-urgent topic 
because he doesn’t see the urgency?
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Take a minute to yourself to circle the answers—or pool your knowledge with a small 
group—and test your spectrum knowledge. Get together and check your answers! 

1. Autistic people do not like to be social or have friends.

2.   Dustin Hoffman’s character in “Rain Main” is an accurate representation of a 
person with autism.

3.   Individuals with autism are violent.

4.   Some autistic people are savants.

5.   An autism diagnosis reflects a diminished intellectual capacity.

6.   Autism limits a person’s ability to empathize and/or be aware of the feelings 
of other people.

7.  Doctors often take the “wait and see” approach when children aren’t meeting 
appropriate milestones such as talking and initiating social play—which are 
markers for autism.

8.  Parents should not alert their children about a peer’s autism diagnosis, 
because labels are unfair and their child might not otherwise notice that anything 
is wrong with their friend.
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Perceptions of Autism: 
True or False?
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True or False 
Answers

1. Autistic people do not like to be social or have friends—FALSE.

Autistic people want friends and social activity in varying degrees, exactly like anyone else. It 
can look like they’re not interested when they don’t know social rules or don’t know where to 
start to interact with others—but that doesn’t mean they don’t want to talk to you!

Another reason a lot of people suspect that this is true is because of the sensory factor. 
Someone with autism might not love a noisy party. But they still might want to try it out, or try 
a quieter option that will still allow them socialize.

2. Dustin Hoffman’s character in “Rain Man” is an accurate representation of a person 
with autism—TRUE.

But he is only ONE representation of someone with autism. Autism looks different on 
everyone who has it, and limiting one’s imagining of autism to that one character is way too 
limiting. It’s like saying cats have to be white with black spots over the left eye.

3. Individuals with autism are violent—FALSE.

So it’s not like no one can get hurt around an autistic person. But those situations almost 
always occur when they’re having a sensory meltdown or experiencing distress. This is not 
the new sociopath—there is nothing about this disability that causes a tendency toward 
malice or murderous plotting.

4. Autistic people are savants—FALSE.

Well, it’s kind of true. But not all autistic people are savants. It’s like 10% of autistics that turn 
out that way.
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True or False 
Answers, ctd. 

5. An autism diagnosis reflects a diminished intellectual capacity—FALSE.

Tests that are designed to measure intelligence almost always assume that the test taker has 
a neurotypical communication and social skill level, which an autistic person might not have. 
That makes it an inaccurate measure, in the same way it would be inaccurate to administer a 
typing test to someone whose hands are tied behind their back.

6. Autism limits a person’s ability to empathize and/or be aware of the feelings of other 
people—FALSE.

While it does help an autistic person understand when feelings are explicitly explained, they 
notice, and they feel it, too. William once caught me crying and refused to leave my side, 
even after I sent him away multiple times. Finally, he said, “Come here,” and hugged me. Ask 
any parent of a kid with autism—we all have one story or another like this one.

7. Doctors often take the “wait and see” approach when children aren’t meeting 
appropriate milestones such as talking and initiating social play—which are markers 
for autism—TRUE.

This is an outdated and exceedingly harmful practice, because it does nothing to benefit 
families. Study after study has shown that early intervention is key in a child’s treatment. It’s 
true that autism is easier to diagnose after the age of 3, but that doesn’t mean it can’t or 
shouldn’t be diagnosed sooner. Thankfully, more and more doctors are now embracing an 
early detection screening process.

8. Parents should not alert their children about a peer’s autism diagnosis, because 
labels are unfair and their child might not otherwise notice that anything is wrong with 
their friend—FALSE.

They *will* notice something’s up, actually, and rather than allow them to draw the wrong 
conclusion, tell your children what you know in a concise, matter-of-fact way. It won’t be as 
big a deal to them to hear it as it is for you to say it, but they’ll have the right information.
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